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Church 2026

Second Sunday of the month
from 9.30am in the Done Room

The
Parables
of
Jesus

Our Café Church themes for 2026 will look at some of the parables of
Jesus—they are not just memorable stories, but ways to understand
more about who God is. All welcome in the Done Room from 9.30am
on the second Sunday of the month



ANDREW P. DEAN

Dip N.T.C., C.G.L.I., AV.C.M.

PIANO TUNING

REPAIRS and RESTORATION

-

(01829) 261222
mob 07713 321117

ACS

Atropa Cleaning Services

Regular & One-Off Cleaning;
End of Tenancy Cleaning;
Moving In/Out Cleaning;

Commercial Cleaning;
Laundry/Ironing;
Carpet Cleaning; Holiday Lets
Contact us on
01829 730969
info@atropacleaningservices.co.uk

Hibberts LLP

SOLICITORS

For all your Legal Services - Private and Commercial

Avenue Buildings, High Street, Tarporley, Cheshire CW6 0AZ

Tel: (01829) 733338

Fax: (01829) 733055

email: jd@hibberts.com

Phoenix Accounting Services

Tax and VAT Returns
Revenue Accounts
Book-Keeping
Administration of 'Will Estates

35 Woodlands Way, Tarporley,
Cheshire CWe 0TP

t: OIB29 733552 me: 07966 405314

R — e ——————
Brian Rathbone Electrical Ltd
S e

APFROVWED CONTRACTOR
PART P REGISTERED

Electrical Safety
Register

+— EL A
ALL TYPES OF ELECTRICAL WORK
AND NSTALLATIING

FUSE BOARD UPGRADES

IMDOOR & OUTDOOR LIGHTING
S0CKETS COOKERS SHOWERS
SMOKE DETECTORS

MAINTENANCE & REPAIRS
TEL : 07812 336006

Email : brian-electrical@hotmail.com




FOR EVERYTHING
FORD IN CHESHIRE

SREEST SERVIEE » MOTABILITY & PARTS

Cliff Dickenson & Son (Winsford) Limited s
Station Road, Winsford, Cheshire, CW7 300
01606 502 352 www.cliffdickenson.co.uk
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GASCOIGNE

Cheshire’'s Leading Estate Agent

Time to Sell? Require Property Advice?
Call Hobert Heed.

01829 707885
07790 582461

www.gascoignehalman.co.uk




PARISH DIRECTORY - TARPORLEY

Rector

Revd Jim Bridgman The Rectory, High St, Tarporley CW6 0AG
revjimb1017@gmail.com 01829732491; 07526243702
Tarporley: St Helen

Churchwardens

Phillip Posnett 01829260251
Liz Neely neelyeliza@hotmail.com 07890470899
Treasurer

Dave Smithson tarporleyparishtreasurer@btinternet.com

P.C.C Secretary

Paul Emerson 01829290372
Cotebrook: St John and the Holy Cross

Wardens

Walter Gibson waltergibson52@gmail.com

Peter Copland 01829732618

Eaton: St Thomas
Warden
Amelia McCourty aemccourty@btinternet.com 01829 730155

Link Editor
Andy Jobson jobsonajpj@btinternet.com 01829732437

Items for ‘The Link’ should be emailed by the 16th of the month.
Safeguarding Officer
Fiona Kay StHelenssafeguarding@outlook.com 07355988836
Done Room Booking Phillip Posnett 01829260251
To ask about Baptism, Funeral or Wedding arrangements, to ask for a
pastoral visit or home communion, or general enquiries
please contact Revd Jim

Website: www.tarporleyparishchurch.org

Follow us on Facebook: facebook.com/ParishOfTarporley



SUNDAY SERVICES FOR THE MONTH

January 4th
St Thomas'
St Helen's
St John's

January 11th
Done Room
St Thomas'

January 18th
St Thomas'
Tarporley Chapel

St Helen's

January 25th
St Thomas'
St Helen's
Done Room

February 1st
St Thomas'
St Helen's

St John's

January 2026

THE EPIPHANY

9.00am Holy Communion

10.00am Holy Communion

11.15am Holy Communion

BAPTISM OF CHRIST

9.30am Café Church

4.00pm Holy Communion

EPIPHANY 2

9.00am Holy Communion

10.45am Joint Service for the
Week of Prayer for Christian Unity

4.00pm Evensong

EPIPHANY 3

9.00am Songs of Praise

10.00am Holy Communion

4.00pm Messy Church

EPIPHANY 4

9.00am Holy Communion

10.00am Holy Communion

11.15am Holy Communion

Weekly Midweek Communion on Wednesdays

at 10am at St Helen'’s

We celebrate with those who have been married in Church:

Stefan Palejowski and Lili Cooper

We celebrate with those who have joined the Church in baptism:

Hulton Reid Reuben Oates Finlay Oates




The Rector Writes:-
It may be strange to think of rest at the

start of a new year, but maybe after all
the busyness of Christmas, we need to
find a more sustainable rhythm for life
rather than the endless cycle of hustle
and bustle.

In that vein, from Easter Monday until the start of July | will be
taking a sabbatical. In this Diocese, Licensed clergy are eligible
to apply for a three-month sabbatical every seven years of
service (with service starting after curacy has ended), so long
as they have been in their present post for at least three years.
Though | have been an incumbent since 2013, this will be the
first sabbatical I've taken: due to COVID and moving parish, it's
a little late!!

The point of a sabbatical is to have a dedicated time of
Sabbath, of drawing aside to be with God. Just as the people of
Israel were given the gift of Sabbath to rest from work and
reorientate themselves in relationship with God on one day a
week, so this rhythm of rest and worship seeped into the rest
of their corporate life. Jesus himself often made Sabbath times
in his life, drawing aside to rest, reflect, pray and be refreshed.

Chester Diocese sees sabbaticals as a healthy model of re-
creation and renewal comprising of four elements: rest,
retreat, reflection, and relationship. During my three months, |
will have the opportunity to go on retreat, and | am planning
on visiting one of my favourite places—Lindisfarne, hoping to
walk across the causeway and able to stay on the island for a
few nights when all the tourists have departed, and reflecting
again on the life of one of my favourite saints, Cuthbert. I'm
also planning on doing some reading and research on one of
favourite poets, Denise Levertov, so this will give me a bit of
focus to my time. Aside from this, there should be time for
rest, relaxation and time to catch up with some friends.



| won't be completely absent (I'll only be physically out of the
parish for about a week, so I'll be seen around the place and
at school!), and there are one or two things that | am coming
back for. | recognise just how much of a privilege and a
luxury it is to go on sabbatical, so thank you all for your
support and prayers as | prepare.

AS l Wwas reﬂeCtlng Wlth my Prayer | Worship | Spiritual Reading | Conference
spiritual companion, the

sabbatical  will be an Retreat
important moment to reflect

on my identity: as | stop

being ‘on duty’ for three ‘

months, who am [? How Recreation
does status and importance,
busyness and ‘doing’ shape
who | am?? The life of the
parish will continue without
me there, and perhaps it will
be a useful moment to
realise that | am not
indispensable! There may be
some uncomfortable truths
to face!

Renewal
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Playfulness

Family | Friends | Fellowship Groups | Interest Group
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In the meantime, there is a lot of sort out before | go: rotas
to fill, so that services will continue, other things to prepare
in advance. | am grateful as ever to colleagues who will cover
services, and you as church members who will be picking up
the slack temporarily. And before then there are still the
small matters of Christmas and Easter to attend to...!

While we might not all be as fortunate as to have a
sabbatical, perhaps it is a good reminder for us all at the
start of a new year to think again about implementing for
ourselves a more life-giving rhythm of rest, retreat, reflection
and relationship in our lives, that brings the fullness of life
that God wants for us. If you would like to think about that
for yourself, and speak with me about that, do get in
touch...ideally before Easter!!

Jim



Tarporley Community Christmas 2025

)

On Sunday 7th Dec, with the High Street closed in Tarporley,
St Helen’s was still open for children’s crafts, interactive trails,
Christmas refreshment and free present wrapping (see above
Jane doing her best wrapping!!) Later in the day, there was al-
so the blessing of the crib on the High Street, led by Revd Jim
and Revd Mark from Tarporley Chapel, ably assisted by the
Tarporley Silver Band as we sang carols and remembered
those who gathered at the birth of Jesus. Despite the weather,
it was a great way to welcome the festivities into the village!
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Eco Church - Film night: ‘Ocean’
The last Film Night of the year in November
featured ‘Ocean’ with David Attenborough. It
was a powerful film, highlighting the beauty
and intricacy of life in our oceans, and how  gco # churen
vulnerable it is to threats such as overfishing

and climate change. It also illustrated just how

important healthy oceans are in combatting global warming.
Some of it made difficult viewing: seeing bottom dredging for
scallops for example and how it destroys everything in its
path. Huge changes have occurred in the ocean in the past
50 years, and this film shone a light on them. It also gave a
message of hope for the future. As ever with an
Attenborough documentary we can be astonished by the
facts, perhaps the most arresting statement was; “we have
just discovered that ocean plankton remove over one third of our
carbon emissions. We now know that they produce more oxygen
than all the trees on Earth combined, this is equal to half of the
air we breath.” Furthermore, scientists have discovered that
given the chance marine life can recover very quickly. Marine
protected areas allow restoration of abundant life once
more. And this spills out to the seas around them, providing
renewed fishing opportunities. Every country in the world
has signed up to an agreement to designate 30% of the
ocean as MPAs by 2030. This is the minimum for a
sustainable ocean. David Attenborough’s challenge to all of
us is to make that happen. He finished with the line; “if we
save the sea, we save our world”.

A ROCHA

What can we do in the face of such a huge challenge? We can
all take a closer look at where our seafood comes from and
support fishermen who practice sustainable fishing. We can
write to our MP to ask what the government is doing to
implement the 30/30 agreement. And we can check out the
organisation called Revive Our Ocean, who brought us the
film, to find out what they do and how we can support their
work. Go to https://reviveourocean.org/ if you want to find
out more about their work.

Watch this space for 2026 Film Nights! They will be on the last
Friday of the month in February, May, August and November.



Tarporley Parish
Eco Church - Film Night

Friday 27th February 6.30pm
St Helen’s Tarporley

LIVING THE CHANGE

INSPIRING STORIES FOR A SUSTAINABLE FUTURE
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This month, we will be showing
‘Living the Change:
Inspiring stories for a sustainable future;,

Free entry: donations on the night to Smart Havens
Africa

Fair Trade refreshments available

RSVP if you’re thinking of coming:
waltergibson52@gmail.com
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Eco Church - Top 10 Ways to Save
Energy This Winter*

As we are now in the depths of winter we thought we
would issue a short reminder on ways to save
energy. So here are the Top 10 Ways to Save Energy
This Winter* and what you could save per year

Installing draught proofing could save up to £85 p/a.

Avoid using the tumble dryer could save you up to £50 p/a.
Switch off appliances on standby could save up to £45 p/a.
Take a 4-minute shower could save you up to £45 p/a.

Top up your hot water insulation could save you £40 p/a.

Do not overfill your kettle and use a tap aerator could save you
£30 p/a.

Use fewer, colder laundry cycles could save £27 p/a.

Fill your dishwasher and use less often could save you £11 p/a.
Swap one bath per week for a shower could save you £10 p/a.
Turns off the lights when you leave the room could save £8 p/a.

* ¥ X X ¥ ¥

¥ ¥ X ¥

Although I'm sure we're all doing most of these things you could
save £351 per year. For more ideas on saving energy check out
www.energysavingtrust.org.uk

*Figures correct as of July 2025 (GB), based on a typical three-bedroom
semi-detached house in England, Wales or Scotland on a standard
energy tariff and paying by direct debit.

Gift Aid

Did you know, that if you are a tax payer, you can increase
your weekly donation by 20% and it won't cost you a penny
more? Simply sign up to Gift Aid and we can claim back the
tax that you have already paid. Please consider this, you will
find forms in your place of worship. This financial year, we
are forecast to gain £15,000 through Gift aid. You might also
consider giving your donation by standing order. Cash is
sometimes in short supply these days, so giving by standing
order is more convenient and by giving regularly, the treas-
urer can forecast our incomings more accurately. Standing
order mandates will be in your place of worship. Thank you!
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History Presentation

On Sunday 14" February 1926, St. Valentine's Day, peo-
ple in Tarporley, Little Budworth and district had made
their ways to mid-morning church and chapel services.
No one was aware that events were already unfolding
which were to cause so much distress and hardship and
that would quickly grip the nation's attention. Fire bells
announced an emergency at Oulton Hall, Little Bud-
worth, with four fire brigades, including Tarporley's, re-
sponding to the call. It ended in disaster claiming the
lives of six people. In its coming centenary year, we
shall be holding a commemoration presentation on the
evening of Friday 13"™ February 2026 at St Helen's Tar-
porley. Given by Maurice Hunt, it is expected to be in
great demand with admission by ticket only; details of
which will be included in next month's magazine. Dona-
tions will be appreciated and directed jointly towards St
Peter's in Little Budworth and Tarporley Parish.
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Thanks to Councillor Charles Hardy for the grant that helped
us to purchase noticeboards for the three churches to help
keep people updated with what we are doing to be more eco
-friendly in our churchyards!
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Jacqueline Wilson
Independent Funeral Services Ltd

WWW.|WIFS5.CO.UK o
Over 25 years local experience _
NAFD Qualified : )

24 hours a day Personal Service
Private Chapel of Rest
Pre-paid Funeral Plans

TARPORLEY ROAD HiLL ViEw
HIGH STREET
TARVIN
CHESTER CLOTTON 74 WESTON GROVE
UrTOoN
CHESHIRE TARPORLEY ChEsTeR
CH3 8NF CHESHIRE CHESHIRE
TEL: 01829 740002 CWé 0EG CH2 10L
EMAIL: tarvin@jwifs.co.uk TEL: 01829 781572
EMAIL: m:he@,lmf: co.uk TeEL: 01244 952540
I Crown Buildings J -c0. . N
Latham Avenue 40A MAIN STREET FRODSHAM EMAIL: upton@jwifs.
Helsby CHESHIRE =
CHEsiote whs 74U
Was 0DX —
TEL: 01928 391699 TEL: 01928 643078
EMAIL: EmaiL: frodsham@jwifs.co.uk
helsby@jwifs.co.uk Golden Charter *
b
Interested inthe Arts? Volunteer to help older
WHYNOTCOMEAND JOIN US? et people in Tarporley!.
o THE ARTS SOCIETY TARPORLEY Working to reduce loneliness and isolation,

Tarporley OPAL Club runs every Thursday
with a hot lunch, entertainment and fun
activities. We are looking for new violunteers
to join our friendly team in a range of roles,
from chatting and helping with activities, to
driving or running errands.

Far membpership details email
membership@tastarpariey.uk
ar see our website at
WWW. tastarporiey. il

Meetings at Tarporley Community Centre

on2nd Thursday, September to June at No experience is necessary, we care a lot
1.20pm. Coffee from 12 30pm. Ifyou'd like more about a smile and a desire to help
tocomeas aguest, please contact others. To find out more, contact
membership@tastarporley.uk beforehand. janet_handley@opalservices.org.uk
07592 464856
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TARPORLEY

WaR MEMORIAL HOSFITAL THUST

THE BIG LISTENING EVENT

One of our key objectives as a Trust is to actively listen to our
communities and receive their feedback.
We aim to understand the requirements and main priorities for services

we could potentially support in the community, including physical and
mental health and overall well-being.

We are reaching to you, our community, to tell us:- "What specific

service(s) or support would you like to to see introduced by the Trust?"
Thank you.

A.W .Burrows & Son

Independent Family Funeral Directors

+ ESTARI AKITFC: 1ka | *,

Complete Funeral Arrangements, Funernl Plans Arranged,
Personal Day and Night Scrvico,
Private Chapel of Rest in Peaceful Rural Sumoundmgs
Snowdrop Villa, Swanley, NMantwich, Cheshire, WS ROBE

o2 01270 524243 / 07711468917
Email : barb. burrows2@email.com

TM&;{ Flower Clih I W Gordon

Mferrefery of rite Tafwﬁé_r_.ﬁimw'ﬁ'{rﬂ' Pll.IlTIbIng and Hﬂﬂliﬂg
ERVIFE Vo B frern RS aF PR oy From IEII] washers to

ARECTIE WA i Sl i the

cental heating nstallation
o 2 @ 3,90 Gas, LPG and o1l boilers
fmog o S Aald installed and serviced
Thiern f mo mastigg e Aygur)] GasSafe Registered
P peconitd Spectaoay o derignr are y &
cradted By o e demantator on e HE]]’.‘!ﬂll advice given
stage fefore an audience of Please phone Jonathan
RRERERY, PRe T VTR
PO o : 07818 444946
hare & am advelcrion fie payalia 01829 863539
Annoal membership fee s £55.
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J.C. CLARKE & SON
FFuneral Directors & Monumental Consultants

Pre-Paid Funerals Plans

111 High Street, Tarporley, Cheshire CW6 0AY
Telephone: 01829 733808

PRIVATE CHAPEL OF REST
24 HOUR PERSONAL SERVICE -
Part of ‘Dignity Plc a Briish Company Dignlt}'

The carpet store that comes fo your door ‘
Adam Clifford Jones
CARPETS

of CHESHIRE

Suppliers and Fitters of
Quality Carpets and Cushion Flooring

01606 BB3869 » 07990 881113
www.adamchiffordionescarpets.co.uk

Lk

Do you often feel the people
are mumbling, not speaking
clearly?

Your local clinic based in Taylors Optometrists
in Winsford can help improve your
hearing and change your life.

Head Office: 01829 824 245

www.hummingbirdhearingcare.co.uk
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