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Tarporley Parish Magazine 

Some scenes from the magnificent 'Knitted Bible' Display at 
Utkinton, St Paul's Primary School

The delivery of the Ten Commandments

The birth of Jesus Feeding the 5000

The Last Supper



ANDREW P. DEAN
Dip N.T.C., C.G.L.I., A.V.C.M.

PIANO TUNING
REPAIRS and RESTORATION

andrew@pianodean.co.uk 
(01829) 261222

mob 07713 321117

Phoenix Accounting Services
Tax and VAT Returns
Revenue Accounts
Book-Keeping
Administration of Will Estates

55 Woodlands Way, Tarporley, 
Cheshire CW6 0TP

t: 01829 733552   m: 07966 405314

Hibberts llP
SOliCitOrS

For all your Legal Services - Private and Commercial

avenue Buildings, High Street, tarporley, Cheshire CW6 0aZ
tel: (01829) 733338    Fax: (01829) 733055

email: jd@hibberts.com

W: www.hinchliffeholmes.co.uk

Brian Rathbone Electrical Ltd 

APPROVED CONTRACTOR 
PART P REGISTERED 

ALL TYPES OF ELECTRICAL WORK 
AND INSTALLATIONS 

FUSE BOARD UPGRADES 

INDOOR & OUTDOOR LIGHTING  
SOCKETS  COOKERS  SHOWERS 

SMOKE DETECTORS 

MAINTENANCE & REPAIRS 

TEL : 07812 336006 
Email : brian-electrical@hotmail.com 

Regular & One-Off Cleaning;
End of Tenancy Cleaning;
Moving In/Out Cleaning;

Commercial Cleaning;
Laundry/Ironing;

Carpet Cleaning; Holiday Lets
Contact us on
01829 730969

info@atropacleaningservices.co.uk
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PROMINENT HIGH STREET LOCATION
-------

ESTABLISHED REPUTATION
-------

EXPERIENCED PROPERTY PROFESSIONALS 
-------

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
SEVEN OFFICES ACROSS CHESHIRE

FREE NO OBLIGATION VALUATIONS PROVIDED

THINKING OF SELLING?

Contact:-     Tarporley Office - 01829 731300
 E:Mail - sales@wrightmarshall.co.uk

Web: www.wrightmarshall.co.uk
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PARISH DIRECTORY – TARPORLEY 

Services See Calendar tab on the website or page 7 in ‘The Link’

Weekday Service At St Helen’s each Wednesday at 10.00am   Holy Communion 

Rector:  Jim Bridgman, Rectory, High St, Tarporley CW6 0AG 01829732491 

07526243702 Email: revjimb1017@gmail.com 

Tarporley: St Helen 

Churchwardens   Phillip Posnett 01829260251 

Liz Neely email: neelyeliza@hotmail.com 07890470899 

Treasurer Anita Langford 01829458351 

email    treasurer_tarporleyparishchurch@yahoo.com 

P.C.C Secretary Paul Emerson 01829733147 
Cotebrook: St John and the Holy Cross 

Wardens Bill Spiegelberg 01829760336 

Peter Copland 01829732618 

Eaton:St Thomas 

Warden Amelia McCourty aemccourty@btinternet.com    01829 730155 

Link Editor Andy Jobson 01829732437 

email jobsonajpj@btinternet.com items for ‘The Link’ should 

be emailed to the above by the 16
th 

of the month. 

Electoral Roll:    Mike Kiddle, 1 Woodlands Way,Tarporley, CW6 0TP 
  01829 733431 

Safeguarding Officer Liz Neely email neelyeliza@hotmail.com 

Contact points 

Please do not hesitate to report cases of sickness, pastoral need to the Rector.
To make arrangements for a Funeral please contact the Rector. 01829732491 

Done Room Booking     Phillip Posnett 01829260251 

Website:   www.tarporleyparishchurch.org
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Email: revjimb1017@gmail.com 

To ask about Wedding arrangements, Baptisms or general enquiries  
please contact our Rector Jim by email on  

mailto:neelyeliza@hotmail.com
mailto:treasurer_tarporleyparishchurch@yahoo.com
mailto:aemccourty@btinternet.com
mailto:jobsonajpj@btinternet.com
mailto:neelyeliza@hotmail.com


SERVICES FOR THE MONTH 
March 2023 

March  3
rd

 World of Prayer Day at St Helen's at 7.30pm 
A special service to mark the World of Prayer Day 

5
th

 THE SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT 
St Thomas 9.00am  Holy Communion 

St Helen  10.00am                 Holy Communion 

St John  11.15am  Holy Communion&baptism 

12
th

 THE THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT 
St Helen's 9.30am Café Church 
St Thomas 4.00pm   Holy Communion. 

19
th

 THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT  : Mothering Sunday 

St Helen 10.00am  
St John 4.15pm 

Holy Communion
Holy Communion 
Evensong 

26
th 

THE FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT 

St Thomas 9.00am Songs of Praise; 

this service will be followed by a light breakfast for 

the whole community in the Jessie Hughes Hall. 

St Helen  10.00am  Holy Communion 
The Done Room 4.00pm   Messy Church 

April 2
nd

 PALM SUNDAY 
St Thomas 9.00am  Holy Communion 

St Helen  10.00am           Holy Communion 

St John  11.15am  Holy Communion 
St Helen  4.15pm Compline and Reading 

 of the Passion 

Each Wednesday at 10.00am at St Helen’s: Holy Communion. 
Follow us on Facebook:-Search:-  facebook.com/ParishOfTarporley 

On Sunday's if you have time, please stay for refreshments after the 

service  

St Thomas 9.00am



The Rector Writes:- 

At school, whilst I was never the top student in 

my year, I was a consistent and high performer. 

So it was something of a shock when opening my 

AS level results that I managed to get a ‘D’ at 

French. It remains one of the biggest failures of 

my life, and still smarts twenty years on (mostly 

because this grade was not due to a lack of work, 

understanding or studying – I still can’t quite 

understand how I failed so badly…!). Although in the grand scheme of things, it 

is hardly anything to lose sleep over, I still carry that failure with me, along with 

all the other, much bigger failures since. Despite many successes in life, we are 

often dogged instead by the failures, and not all the highs can erase the lows of 

life. In church-language we talk about this in terms of ‘sin’, the things that we 

do, think or say that fall short of God’s standards.  

It’s not often that I turn to the wit and wisdom of football managers (partly 

because there is often a certain lack of both in connection with football…!); 

however, when I was thinking what to write this month, some words of the 

outspoken Portuguese manager Jose Mourinho came to mind. Mourinho once 

famously commented that rival manager Arsene Wenger was a ‘specialist in 

failure’ for not winning a major trophy in 8 years. I’m sure that the label hurt!  

The theme (and title) of our Lent book this year is Failure. Sometimes when I 

reflect on my own life and choices, both the major and mundane, I can 

emphasise with the epithet ‘specialist in failure’; the regularity with which I 

make mistakes and my lack of growth in changing things all seem to be evidence 

of a propensity to fail, almost as if it is a special power that I excel in!  

In our humanity, we are all ‘specialists in failure’ because despite how hard we 

try, we can never be perfect or stop messing up. How we deal with that is the 

important thing, and I hope our Lent book this year will help! 

Lent itself is a time when we reflect on failure – each Ash Wednesday we are 

marked with ash as a symbol of who we are: those who are mortal, as well as 

those who fail. The marking of the ash is often accompanied by the following 

words: 



 Remember you are dust, and to dust you shall return. Turn away from sin and 

be faithful to Christ. 

It is a reminder of the temporary nature of life, but it is also a call to admit our 

failures and turn to a new way, God’s way. To embrace the name of ‘Specialist 

in Failure’ but refuse to settle for that as the lasting name by which we are 

known, and certainly not the name God calls us by. We follow a God who 

looked to have failed spectacularly on Good Friday, yet by Easter day the idea of 

God’s ‘failure’ was transformed by the glory of the resurrection of Jesus. 

So with Emma Ineson’s help, this Lent I hope to be able to reassess that moniker 

of ‘Specialist in Failure’ that I seem to drag around after myself – and I hope you 

will join me in that quest too, so that by Easter day, we may see failure in a 

different light! 

Jim 

Lent Book group 2023 

The Lent Book group returns at the start 

of March. This year we will be reading 

'Failure: What Jesus said about sin, 

making mistakes and messing stuff up' by 

Emma Ineson. Join together on 

Wednesdays in Lent at 10.30am at St 

Helen's to discuss what we've read:  

1st March, 8th March, 15th March, 22nd 

March, 29th March, 5th April. 

If you would be interested in joining in, 
please let Revd Jim know and order the 
book! 

Overleaf you can read a review of our 

Lent book by Walter Gibson. 



Our regular book reviewer, Walter Gibson, has reviewed our Lent Group 

book. Here are his comments:- 

LENT GROUP BOOK REVIEW 

Failure 

By Emma Ineson 

The Archbishop of Canterbury’s and Tarporley Parish’s Lent Book 2023 

Failure. It’s one thing we all have in common. Whether it is being late for a 

meeting, burning the toast, saying the wrong thing, or letting someone down, 

we all fail. It’s what people said about Jesus too when they saw him on the 

cross: ‘he’s a failure, he couldn’t save himself’. But they were wrong. God had 

other ideas.  

This is a book everyone who has ever felt like a failure should read. So that’s all 

of us. Failure has connotations of shame and embarrassment, yet Emma Ineson 

shows us how we can learn to embrace it, learn from it, and accept it as part of 

our lives. She explains how there is more than one type of failure, and more 

than one reason to fail. For example, failure is likely, and can be beneficial in the 

long run, when pioneering new ideas. Sometimes it is not so much the actual 

failure but the fear of failure which holds us back from trying something new. 

The book addresses personal failures as well as those of the church. She writes 

frankly but with good humour about the problems the church faces today and 

gives us an insight into the pressures that our church leadership face on a daily 

basis. She sets all of us a challenge by saying that ‘Christians ought to be really 

good at failure’.   

This book helps us to understand what she means by being ‘really good at 

failure’. Perhaps her best example is Jesus himself, where she takes us through 

the Easter story and shows how God turned an apparent failure into the most 

wonderful triumph.  

Walter Gibson 



We congratulate and pray for those baptised  

Casper McGee            Amalie McGee            

We commend to God and pray for those who mourn:        

George Markus 

Some notes of thanks. 

Firstly from Marjorie and Brian Rathbone 

Graham Ralph Rathbone, 

Marjorie, Brian and family would like to thank everyone, the Church family and 

beyond, for the beautiful card and messages of support given to them at their 

sad time of Graham’s passing. 

To Jacqueline Wilson, Rector Jim, Chas and St Helen’s and St Thomas’ church 

choirs, The Royal British Legion and all who contributed in helping at the funeral 

service; we will never forget its comfort. We thank you also for giving so 

generously to St Helen’s Church and Cancer Research the sum of £788.75. 

Our love and God’s blessing to you all. 

Marjorie and Brian Rathbone. 

Also we said 'Thank you' to Jan Fairbrother, pictured right, at 

St Helen's during the Candlemas morning service on January 

30
th

 as she received a bouquet of flowers and a gift of 

champagne in appreciation of her work. Jan has assisted the 

parish with her dedicated administrative work over many 

years.   Jan, We thank you.  



Café Church 

On the 12
th

 February we 

met in St Helen's for our 

first Café Church.  

Pews had been turned 

(but not as in the 

Temple: Matthew c21-

v11-13), tables had 

appeared. We fetched 

our coffees and 

croissants, sat around the tables, read the newspapers provided and we talked! 

As we ate our croissants and drank our coffee we discussed:- How love is 

reflected, experienced and demonstrated in our world. In, by and for God, 

ourselves (me), and others.  

Having deliberated; we noted key thoughts on Post It notes displayed them 

(appropriately) on the columns supporting St Helen's. 



Worship for April 2023 : Showing how our new service pattern is able to 

accommodate important festivals and events (In this case Easter and our Annual 

Parish Church Meeting). 

2
nd

 April – Palm Sunday 

9am Communion St Thomas’ 
10am Communion St Helen’s 
11.15am Communion St John’s 
4.15pm Compline and Reading of the Passion St Helen’s 

Maundy Thursday 

7.30pm Communion and Stripping of the Altars St Helen’s 

Good Friday 

10am Messy Church for Good Friday Done Room 
2pm Good Friday service  St Helen’s 

9
th

 April – Easter Day 

9am Communion  St Thomas’ 
10am Communion St Helen’s 
11.15am Communion St John’s 
4.15pm Evensong St Thomas’ 

16
th

 April 

9am Communion  St Thomas’ 
10am Communion St Helen’s 

23
rd

 April 

9am Songs of Praise –  St Thomas'  
followed by simple breakfast at the Jessie Hughes Hall 
10am Communion St Helen’s 
4pm Messy Church Done Room 

30
th

 April 

10am Communion and APCM St Helen’s 

Overleaf you can test your Biblical knowledge. Answers next month. 



Across 

1  These letters come between Romans 

and Galatians (11)  

9  ‘You will not — me to the grave’ (Psalm 

16:10) (7)  

10 King of Moab to whom the Israelites 

were subject for 18 years (Judges 3:14) (5)  

11 Town possessing mineral spring (3)  

13 Mede (anag.) (4) 16 High-fidelity (4)  

17 He succeeded his father Rehoboam as 

king of Judah (1 Kings 14:31) (6)  

18 A son of Simeon (Genesis 46:10) (4)  

20 Controversial religious book of the 

1970s, The — of God Incarnate (4) 

21 ‘He has received from the Father the 

promised Holy Spirit and has poured out 

what you — — and hear’ (Acts 2:33) (3,3) 

22 ‘You — me together in my mother’s womb’ (Psalm 139:13) (4)      23 Edit (anag.) (4)  

25 ‘Who has believed our message and to whom has the — of the Lord been revealed?’ 

(Isaiah 53:1) (3)  

28 Abraham’s brother (Genesis 22:23) (5)  

29 ‘When Mordecai learned of — that had been — , he tore his clothes’ (Esther 4:1) (3,4)  

30 Sympathetic (Proverbs 11:16) (4-7) 

Down 

2  ‘That was why his parents said, “He is — —; ask him”’ (John 9:23) (2,3) 

3  Integrated Services Digital Network (1,1,1,1) 4  

4  ‘Saul has slain his thousands, and David his — of thousands’ (1 Samuel 18:7) (4)  

5  Concept (John 8:14) (4)  

6  ‘Do we, then, — the law by this faith? Not at all! Rather, we uphold the law’ (Romans 

3:31) (7)  

7  Industrious (2 Timothy 2:6) (11)   8  ‘I pray also that the eyes of your heart may be — in 

order that you may know the hope to which he has called you (Ephesians 1:18) (11)  

12 ‘Out of the same mouth come — and cursing’ (James 3:10) (6)  

14 This was how many of the Jewish leaders described Jesus (John 10:20) (3)  

15 Vitality (Job 20:11) (6)     19 He urged David to kill Saul at Hakilah (1 Samuel 26:8) (7)  

20 ‘So for a whole year Barnabas and Saul — with the church and taught great numbers 

of people’ (Acts 11:26) (3)  

24 ‘Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord — — ’ (Deuteronomy 6:4) (2,3)  

25 Parched (Matthew 12:43) (4)  26 ‘In the image of God he created him; — and female 

he created them’ (Genesis 1:27) (4)   27 Disparagement (Psalm 15:3) (4) 



Tarporley Flower Club
Members of the Tarporley Flower Club 

invite you to join them at their monthly 

meeting which is held at the 

Tarporley Community Centre between 
1.30 p.m. and 3.30 p.m. 

on the first Tuesday of each month 
(except in January when the meeting is held 

on the second Tuesday.
There is no meeting in August).

Each month spectacular floral designs are 
created by a skilled demonstator on the 

stage before an audience of
members, guests and visitors.

New members and visitors are most welcome, 
there is an admission fee payable.

Annual membership fee is £50.

Tarporley War Memorial Hospital
A quick reminder of the new services to be offered from Tarporley War 

Memorial Hospital (Phase 1.) (Late Summer /Autumn2022)

The hospital will become a rural hub for the following:-  

●
Rapid Response Team enabling people to receive care and

rehabilitation in their own homes.

●
REACT Hospital at Home Team enabling improved access to patients in

crisis who might otherwise need to go to hospital to receive treatment

in their home.

For further information or queries please email
 fundraising@tarporleyhospital.co.uk 

If you would like to advertise in 
Tarporley Parish Church Magazine 
please contact our editor,Andy, on 

jobsonajpj@btinternet.com
for more information. Thank you.
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God is asking of us. Day by day and week week Nick Baines puts a new spin on 

those familiar words and helps us re-think what they mean for us today. 

 Saturday 11th March 2.30 – 4.00pm 

Come and join us for 'An Afternoon Tea in the Done Room' 

Many stalls to buy from and games to enjoy. 

Refreshments. 

Admission £3 (£1 children) includes tea or juice, and cake 

Proceeds in aid of St Helen's Church 

mailto:fundraising@tarporleyhospital.co.uk
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Jacqueline Wilson 
Independent Funeral Services Ltd 

Over 25 years local experience 

NAFD Qualified 

24 hours a day Personal Service 
Private Chapel of Rest 

Pre-paid Funeral Plans 

Memorial Masonry 

HILL VIEW 

HIGH STREET 

CLOTTON 

TARPORLEY 

CHESHIRE 

CW6 0EG 

TEL:  01829 781572 

EMAIL: jackie@jwifs.co.uk 

40A MAIN STREET 

FRODSHAM 

CHESHIRE 

WA6 7AU 

TEL: 01928 643078 

EMAIL: frodsham@jwifs.co.uk 

 WWW.JWIFS.CO.UK 

74 WESTON GROVE 

UPTON 

CHESTER 

CHESHIRE 

CH2 1QL 

TEL:  01244 952540 

EMAIL: upton@jwifs.co.uk 

TARPORLEY ROAD 

TARVIN 

CHESTER 

CHESHIRE 

CH3 8NF 

TEL: 01829 740002 

EMAIL: tarvin@jwifs.co.uk 

Working to reduce loneliness and isolation, 
Tarporley OPAL Club runs every Thursday 
with a hot lunch, entertainment and fun 

activities.  We are looking for new volunteers 
to join our friendly team in a range of roles, 
from chatting and helping with activities, to 

driving or running errands.
No experience is necessary, we care a lot 
more about a smile and a desire to help 

others. To find out more, contact 
janet.handley@opalservices.org.uk  

07592 464856

Volunteer to help older 
people in Tarporley!.
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Birch Heath Veterinary Clinic
Birch Heath Road , Tarporley,

Cheshire
CW6 9UU

Tel: 01829 733777/
www.birchheathvets.co.uk 

Opening
times: Mon-Fri: 8am—7pm,
Sat: 9am- 12pm, Sun: Closed

J.C. CLARKE & SON 
Funeral Directors & Monumental Consultants

Pre-Paid Funerals Plans 
111 High Street, Tarporley, Cheshire CW6 0AY

Telephone: 01829 733808
PRIVATE CHAPEL OF REST 

24 HOUR PERSONAL SERVICE
Part of ‘Dignity Plc a British Company

Page 16

Do you often feel the people 
are mumbling, not speaking 
clearly?

Book your no obligation FREE hearing health check today

Head Office: 01829 824 245 
www.hummingbirdhearingcare.co.uk 

Your local clinic based in Taylors Optometrists 
in Winsford can help improve your 
hearing and change your life.

In partnership with
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